influenced 12m design
— are the “dynamic
duo™ which star in this
month’s “double ban-
ger” yacht test.

Terminator, the  so-called
“sedan” version, up and rock-
efing. across the Rangitomo
Channel,

Race-bred  Sassy &5 awe-
some on the burst down Avuck-§
fand Harbour.



Al this speed Rangitoto gets
bigger by the second.

Brown sails are definitely quicker than white. bar what a In the gusts Terminator seems to want to climb right out of
difference in cost, the water.
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In an intri ison, the
Bﬂﬂm% test m‘n{umum (the
), built with as many exotics as
d under IMS, with
(the “sedan™), constructed of more
conventional materials. The intention is
n'dsjulmrgﬁimtmhnmm
s to assist pm:rm.a]
g::scieﬂth:lr preference.
y's hull and decks were built for
M ;ljllm Eynm}u d addict, Tom
-tech spnr.u]l:u.
Cooksons, using laminates of keviar
and S-glass with a foam core. Finishing
work was by Geary and Sherson.
handicap double thu‘hiw
vi m
nnt%w Division %32
nythlhmmCoutalCtMm
was built for Bob Wilson his own

““' rm'r Bl'ln Ltd
of a mm ite hull with

a foam/E-glass deck.
“This design is quite different from

s s P“"'i';“ﬁm?m‘i“ﬂ
r.:finms reg Elliott. ;

tailored exacﬂjrm ﬂ:ﬂﬁ‘ﬁ rule, it does
not incur any | undue penalty for hull,
interior or rig.”

So what are the most obvious dif-

vnmsly ther€ is a weight differ-
ence — anything from 1500kgs
dupendmg on the interior of the sedan
version,"” says Elliott.

For example, Terminator has a lar-
ger engine, more tankage, hot and cold
pressure water with hot water cylinder,

rivate double cabins aft, a large
ridge and freezer and more com-
jous galley

Sassy’s rig is a three-spreader frac-

Quarterberths — open plan
on Sassy (above) and private
double cabins on Terminator

(right).

tional with jumpers while Terminator
has a heavier section, two spreaders
and jumper. With Terminator having
cockpit coamings, obviously the layout
is more cruising orientated.

With another “sedan™ version —
Total Recall, built by Kerry Alexander
for Ron Brittain — already sailing and
another “sports” being built by
Cooksons for export to Japan, the new
Elliott 12 uppears to have made a very
promising start.

With wave upon wave of mmml’s’
squalls — accompanied by fresh

,

and excessive precipitation — plaguing
Spring-time Auckland, it is clear that
we are unlikely o enjoy ideal con-
ditions for this dual boat test. The
dawns wet, cold and windy but, wit
patches of sun promised, we decide 1o
proceed.

Fortun the sun does arrive and
throughout day delivers sufficient
sun to satisfy t]:.;l photographer. 'I'I:.:::f
rain stays away but there 1s Ly
wind — 15-30 knots from the south-
west.

A rendezvous is arranged for the
two Elliotts — sailing northward
from Auckland’s n Marina
while Terminator heads south from the
Gulf Harbour Marina at Whangap-
araoa.

The Boating team heads out with
m\ms L&nd in a building

terly. After hoisting the main
in the lee of the oil wharves, we reach
out of the harbour while the foredeck
crew beaver away setting up the spinn-
aker gear.

Under mainsail alone, Sassy
achieves an easy 8 knots. With this
speed just under mainsail, we are im-
patient to set the chute.

The spinnaker is hoisted according
to plan but, alas, the spinnaker bag lab-
elled .750z reacher in fact contained
the masthead .50z kite. Nonetheless it
is set, not ideally on the lower halyard,
and begins pulling like a mule.

And here the excitement begins —
Sassy leaps on the plane and blasts
eastward, Bean Rock becoming alarm-
ingly ln.rgt:r the second. Although
numhadachamchm;lmu
the speed log, the ying
launch, with a top speed of 20 knots,
was near full throtile to keep pace.

With the kite safely doused, we
reach along Auckland's MNorth Shore




coast under main alone — hitting up to
Eknmmmuemﬂumﬂuvmgp
As the two yachts near one another,
it is Terminator's turn to do her stuff
under spinnaker. With Bob Wilson
grinning from ear to ear, the so-called
sedan version blasts off toward Rangi-
toto, surging up to and above 15 knots.
Again aterpillar in the launch is

near full noise as the camera crew

attempt to keep pace.
Like Smy‘ﬁmunm is a joy to sail
at speed — their b no need to

worry about bad behaviour (apart from I

the crew).

Well out into the Rangitoto Channel
we discover solid gusts to 30 knots and
the two square up for a beat back to
the North Shore coast. The difference

between Sassy's ver§ expensive kevlar
sails and Terminator's dacron wardrobe
is very noticeable in these conditions

— Sassy clearly having the advantage,
inting hi and sl faster.
i Satia weighe of lhetiegeoss

have some advantage in heavier con-
Etgﬁuns as she is noticeably stiffer than
S5Y.
yugim tt.'I':y sails are ;g;:hﬁ:d u:.ﬂbmh
1s, are a it o o
windward — with speeds in the high 7s
being achieved.

a fun two-yacht match race for
some miles, Sassy has achieved a slight
lead. It is now time to bear for a
hit of a two-sail blast. Immediately the
log begins pumping out speeds of more
L TN T

ve we are Wi
the easy handhng‘eﬂ?th new Elliott
125 — both bmﬂ%l::r}fcamymdmf: 0

handle. Even w two-sail reaching
— usually the hardest on the helms-
man — the yachts are a one-hand op-

eration 1o steer.

—

m&W'm here aft is grey

s

Sassy's

avigation station is most im-
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includes the Yanmar enginebox with
engine instruments built in, and com-
fortable single berths with adjustable
pipe berths over.

Deck

Terminator’s deck layout, while lean-
ing a little toward comfortable cruising,
is still set up for fast, efficient sailing.

A boarding step in the transom is an
obvious cruising trademark — along
with the big, wide, comfortable
cockpit coamings.

Terminators cockpit also features a
central pod for the mainsheet winch,
in-board helmsman's seats and a life-
raft well — the whole arrangement
looking tidy and working well in the
heat of battle.

The winching power is by Barient
with Harken turming blocks and track
cars.

The helmsman has a clear view of

The wview forard aboard
Terminator — with the big,
clear Autohelm readouts pro-
viding all the key information.

Gialleys differ aboard Ter-
minator (above) and Sassy
{right) reflecting the differ-
ence between the pure rice
boat and the fast vachr whose
owner also yearns for comfort

the Polare bulkhead compasses and
Autohelm  instrumentation  mounted
above the companionway. All lines
lead aft from the mast to banks of
Raobb rope clutches.

From here for’ard the deck is clean
and uncluttered — the only deck
dwellers being three IMI hatches on
the cabintop.

The twin spreader plus jumper Ma-
trix mast is held aloft by stainless wire
and Graham rigging screws,

Stepping into Sassy's cockpit, the
first impression is of simplicity — this

is a purely functional race yacht com-
mand centre. Gone are the coamings,
stern step and central pod.

Like Terminator, Sassy is equipped
with Barient winches but her turning
blocks and deck gear carry the
Ronstan brand.

The helmsman is fed easily digested
information from the Ockham sailin
instruments on the cockpit bulkhea
— with large printouts on the 12
Metre-style Brandstadt repeaters on
the mast. Also well positioned are the
twin Plastimo bulkhead compasses.

A gaggle of Lewmar rope clutches
for’ard of the companionway take care
of the assortment of lines running aft
from the mast.

Again this Elliott 12 is very clean
from this point for'ard — there being
just a solar vent over the toilet com-

rtment and a Lewmar hatch over the
orepeak. As a sports version, Sassy
does not have an anchor well,

The rig is by Masts Spars, a three
spreader plus jumper arrangement
held aloft by stainless rod and
Rigparna rigging screws.

Summary

Elliott’s move to produce both a
“sports” and “sedan” versien of the
same 12m design is a smart move.
Those who put racing above all other
vital functions of life will love the Sassy
model while those who adore speed
but are equally enamoured by comfort-
able, casy living will tend toward the
Terminator.

While some will argue that the new
12m yachts are far too handsome to be
an Elliott design., most will applaud
this latest development from his drafi-
ing board.

These are superb yachits, very pretty
and very fast.
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